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Thank You

hank you to the union and

I community organisations who

helped build this conference

and make it happen - FBU Merseyside,

UCU Liverpool university, UCU John

Moores university, UCU Liverpool

City College, Unite branches:

Merseyside Finance NW11, NW 106
RLBUHT, NW 522.

We have to say thank you for
the food - an amazing feast from
Reclaim and their team of supporters
from across Merseyside. Everyone
expressed their genuine thanks for
the enormous amount of fantastic
work - keeping us satisfied and
helping to making it a great day.

We sing the praises of and thank the
musicians, in particular Phil Newton,
for their renderings of Joe Hill, Bella
Ciao and many other lively inspiring
protest tunes.

The next step is 25 April ‘March for
No Austerity’. All are welcome - let’s
make a noise against austerity.
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No Austerity

No Cuts, No Austerity

Our streets, Our services

iverpool Against the Cuts invited
Leveryone who wanted to fight the

Con-Dem austerity policies and
Labour’s austerity plans, to join the
“No Austerity” conference 14 February
2015 at the Friends Meeting House,
School Lane, Liverpool.

The conference was initially a
development of the community
campaigns to save the 11 libraries
in Liverpool that the City Council planned
to close. It was a victorious campaign in
that the libraries remain open, but there
is a recognition that the future remains
insecure whilst austerity blights our
lives.

How did we succeed in the libraries
struggle? It was important to respect the
autonomy of the community campaigns
and union struggles, this made it possible
to work together to build a leadership
and to make agreed joint actions.

The aim of the “No Austerity”
conference was to bring activists and
campaigning groups together and build
on the existing struggles that are taking
place in our communities, on the streets,
and in our work places.

It was keenly attended by many aspects
of this diverse movement, including:
anti-bedroom tax campaigners; housing
rights and welfare activists; disabled
peoples’ activists; trade unionists;
students; representatives from leftist
political parties and even those new
to politics but equally conscious of the
devastating effects of austerity policies.

We wanted to learn from each others’
strategy and tactics and to develop a
common programme on which we can
fight in our campaigns and the elections,
to end austerity that is destroying our
communities and  neighbourhoods
and worsening all our lives.

In order to defeat austerity we need to
build a mass opposition movement. To
achieve this we need to raise awareness
of existing struggles and raise the
consciousness of what is possible.

This pamphlet cannot reflect the level
of contributions made on the day but
aims to reflect the diversity and number
of campaigns and activists represented,
and the feelings of hope and commitment
that the day produced.

Reports from campaigns, practical
workshops and open discussion all fed

into a common programme that was
developed on the day (see pages 6 & 7).

A number of actions were agreed on
the day - the programme of struggle
for campaigns and the elections; “No
Austerity” demo 25 April (see page
12); to publish the programme and
a conference pamphlet; to support all
candidates standing in the elections
against the austerity parties, including
the Labour Party, and who agree with
the agreed programme; and finally to
explore the possibility of organising
another conference.

A number of anti-austerity political
parties were present in an individual
capacity. So, community groups, unions
and political parties worked together.

Messages of solidarity were received
from across the UK and Internationally,
from many who would have liked to
attend but were unable to, these can
be found on pages 4, 10 and 11. The
messages reflect that we are fighting
against a nationally and globally
organised attack on the world’s working
class. This illustrates clearly that whilst
we fight in our campaigns locally, to
defeat austerity we must be linked in
struggle nationally and internationally.

Please write if you would like more
information or if you would like to join
us to help towards building a mass No
Austerity movement with rank and file
democracy. All welcome if you agree
with the programme and the democratic
grass roots way in which it was developed
from the bottom up.

Ed’s
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Martin Ralph and Juliet Edgar — two of the main conference organisers — on what brought this movement
together. Both are active within the broader expression that is Liverpool Against the Cuts.

fter the Con-Dem budget
March 2015, George
Osbourne announced that

there will be a further £30bn cuts
if they remain in government after
May. The permanence of austerity
means that if we are to end these brutal cuts we must build a
mass struggle and take it to the streets.

As the banner slogan says “austerity kills poor people”. The
report ‘Breadline Britain’ claims that 20 million people already
live in poverty due to five years of deep cuts. Osborne’s intends
to go from war against the poor to a blitzkrieg. The Labour
party is also defending austerity and claims to no longer
represent those on benefits. With UKIP and the Lib Dems also
supporting austerity we have to build - there is an alternative.

We stopped Labour’s plan to close 11 of our libraries

The Labour Party appeared to have no understanding of just
how much the libraries are used and valued, and the vital role
they play in our communities. From 5 year olds to 85 year olds
they are essential community hubs. As so many social spaces
have now disappeared because of austerity and Labour’s
implementation of the cuts, the importance of the libraries has
become even greater.

But to win we had to build and we had to mobilise on
the streets every week. We organised two demonstrations
that brought 100s to the streets, and gathered over 20,000
signatures. OSAC, Sefton Park library campaign and LATC all
fought together. At the same time an army of famous writers,
musicians, actors, poets and academics supported the call by
local children’s authors, Alan Gibbons and Cathy Cassidy, to
keep the libraries open. Schools heads and teachers organised
and 100s of children wrote letters to the council to keep the
libraries open. One 11 year old even spoke at one of our rallies.

We had just printed 10,000 leaflets, stating 11 reasons to keep
libraries open demanding a city wide referendum. Two days
later the council and Joe Anderson made a U-turn.

What we win we will win by mobilising on our streets

Every struggle, so long as it is run in a democratic way where all
decisions are made at meetings, can build powerful alliances
and campaigns. In many parts of the country local disputes in
communities and in work places are winning in this way.

At the #noausterity conference we brought together many
campaigns to discuss how to unite our fights and we agreed a
programme to fight against all austerity and all council cuts.
The programme belongs to everyone who developed it, wants
to support it, and wants to build it. It is a programme for the
struggles and campaigns on our streets and also in elections.

The day was inspiring and the conference is a concrete
example of how we can unite and fight together.

Martin Ralph
Standing for Old Swan Against the Cuts
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eClaim provides information
Rand support to the most

vulnerable  persons  and
deprived communities on
Merseyside and further afield. We
have a history of campaigning
against the cuts to social security benefits, particularly the
bedroom tax, which represents an attack on the working class
and the very concept of social housing. We have been running
welfare rights surgeries in the Kirkdale area of Liverpool
since 2013, devoting this time to support those hit hardest by
austerity measures and resisting the unprecedented wave of
cuts to communities in Liverpool.

Many of those that come to ReClaim have no income
whatsoever, and require food, emergency payments and other
help to get their benefits back in place, to stop them losing
their homes, or even just to get through until the next day.
Many also have long-standing illnesses, are disabled and/or
require carers, and suffer mental health issues. Their vital
safety net - the welfare system - is rapidly being eroded away.

Austerity kills

We have listened to threats of suicide, and even Joe Anderson
(Mayor of Liverpool) had admitted that austerity kills - through
suicide, the cold, or having no food! Those social security
benefits which were fought for by our own grandparents are
being savaged by the current CONDEM government.

However the attack on the poorest and most vulnerable in our
society will not change, even if we see a change of government
in May 2015! The main political parties have all sold out the
UK electorate using a narrative of attacking and demonising
the poor and most vulnerable, who are now being made to pay
for a crisis created by the rich!

Sold out by Labour councils

Merseyside is an area where all our councils are Labour
controlled. How have our Labour Councils made a stand
against the bedroom tax? Well, in the North-West and across
Merseyside good social homes are now empty due to the
bedroom tax, and these homes are now at risk of being sold
off or demolished by the housing associations. On Merseyside
there are no council homes. We need to ask, how did that
happen? ReClaim, along with Left Unity and others, are
launching a Housing Action Week from 25 April 2015 to bring
media attention to the crisis in housing!

Now is the time to fight
The No Austerity conference brought hope to Liverpool and
this was echoed by voices from across Europe. No Austerity
is building on a small, but vibrant grass roots movement. Join
our demo and let’s reject austerity once and for all.
Juliet Edgar
ReClaim
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Building the No Austerity conference

Bowles.
Reports from community groups
and unions who talked about their
experiences, difficulties, actions and
results (see opposite page). Workshops
followed (see page 8 and 9).

pening conference: Juliet Edgar
and Martin Ralph. Chair Larry

his conference and campaigns

I like it, are absolutely vital.

We all hear stories of people

in desperate circumstances, living in

severe poverty, with their benefits

cut by a system that sets out to inflict

hardship on our most vulnerable
citizens.

That is not a sad accident. It is a
deliberate act of policy by politicians
who represent the interests of big
business and employers. They
demand cheap labour, weak unions
and privatised services.

Take heart from Syriza’s victory. We
can fight back here too!

Greetings and solidarity,

Ken Loach,
Internationally acclaimed film maker.

ith Syriza in government
and Podemos growing in
confidence, we are at a

crossroads. For the first time in years,
there is the possibility of a broad, anti
austerity movement. We have seen
in this city what happens if political
representatives meekly implement
cuts. We have also seen, in the
libraries campaign, a microcosm of
what resistance looks like. I hope
you have a great conference.
Solidarity,

Alan Gibbons,
Children’s author and library and
anti-cuts campaigner

-

Phil Newton organised a music
workshop that represented a
new and participatory method of
being part of working class and
political struggle. One song was
about famous Joe Hill, agitator and
organiser:

JjFr'om San Diego up to Maine.
In every mine and mill.

Where working folks defend
their rights.

It's there you find Joe Hill.ﬂ
It's there you find Joe Hill.

Afternoon session was chaired by
Lesley Mahmood.
Report back from workshops, then
discussion and vote on the programme
(see page 6 and 7) followed by an
agreement to organise a No Austerity
demo (see back page)
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@noausterityliv

“l only popped in for half hour but was taken back by how
many people were there wanting to see change. Spending
my Sunday watching the live streams.”
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The alternative against
in Liverpool and

Lesley

Mahmood, anti-
cuts campaigner

and Left Unity Glenroy Watson, Pres-

ident London Trans-
port Regional Council,
opening the afternoon
session

“Austerity is THEFT, to
take from the poor and
give it to the rich!”
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austerity is growing
Merseyside!

an anti-austerity programme, which would emerge

out of a live, open and democratic discussion on
the day, that sought to build on the diverse experiences of
struggle in order to build a mass anti-austerity movement.
A programme from the grassroots, that will be based in and
controlled by, both communities and unions.

There was unanimous agreement and understanding
of the need for street mobilisations, and of the need to
celebrate and build on our victories. It was also recognised
that this can only be achieved by adopting working class
independence and democracy, where everyone has an

O ne of the main aims of the conference was to begin

equal right to contribute to the development of a fighting
programme and plan of actions.

The conference agreed to adopt a programme of affirmative
and positive demands that reflect what we are for, and how
we can move forward to build a grassroots alternative to
austerity and capitalism. There was unanimous agreement
that the programme was a step forward, but it was also
recognised that it is a living programme stemming from
today’s conditions. We invite any candidates looking to
stand in the elections - on an anti-austerity platform - to
defend this programme built by those opposing austerity
in Liverpool and beyond.
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Workshops: Building the Struggle

to organise more participatory and engaging ways of and also suggest new ways in which we can begin to develop

producing a shared politics together. It was widely agreed alternative political strategies. Below, each of the workshop
that organising three ‘themed” workshops would allow us to facilitators gives an account of what we learnt from each
share our thoughts and experiences in more democratic and other, and how we could move forward.

In the build-up to the conference, it was felt that we had organic ways. Overall, the workshops were a great success

his workshop sought to collect
I activists - working in diverse

campaigns - and share their
experiences  of  struggling  against
austerity. The general outcome was that
mass mobilisations are needed in every
campaign - but how do we achieve this?
We need to spread the message that we
won’t stand for these cuts. This can be
achieved through social media, leaflet
drops and attending regular meetings. We
need to learn from each other and draw
on others who have suffered austerity
measures.
People discussed the growing impor-
tance of social media campaigns, like 38
Degrees, but also using Facebook and
Twitter to support each other and better
communicate what kinds of resistance
are taking place. We also discussed the
role of the media in campaigns, and
how it can be harnessed in positive
ways, but also the difficulties of receiv-
ing adequate and just coverage. We saw
people use YouTube in the case of the
library campaign, which was widely
agreed to be the most notable (and suc-
cessful!) campaign.
It was agreed that the success was
down to us all having the determination
and resolve - and, most importantly,
working together - that forced the
council to ‘save’ the 11 ‘at risk’ com-
munity libraries. We should take heart
from our efforts, but there’s a lot to do.

Kellie Butchard

Library Campaigner and standing for
the Trade Unionist and Socialist Coali-
tion (TUSC)
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The No Austerity conference
in Liverpool was a fantastic
day. I heard lots of excellent
speakers all talking about their own
campaigning, all were linked by cuts
to services and attacks on the working
class. The programme agreed at the
end of the conference was a fantastic
achievement. Congratulations to all
those who worked so hard to make
this conference happen. Aimi Molloy,
FBU firefighters union and women’s

ower to the people - one
Pof the musicians sang. The

conference on 17 February in
Liverpool has been a clear example
of that. This was real participatory
democracy or democracy from the
bottom. It is what Europe needs to
fight against austerity policies.
Marco Longoni, former CGIL shop
steward Michelin (Italy)

“We need to be having
meetings like this in
every neighbourhood!!”

e heard inspiring stories
of individuals who have
suffered, but who have

fought back with support and help
and have won. We heard of others
who did not win but with that support
they no longer feel the isolation and
stigmatisation that is part and parcel of
these cruel austerity policies. That in
itself is a victory.

Margaret McAdam, Unite, Secretary
Liverpool Trades Union Council.
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Building the Resistance in
Merseyside

The primary aims of the first ‘No
Austerity’conference held on 14 February 2015,
were to develop anti-austerity resistance in the
city and Merseyside, forge links between the various
grassroots campaigns, and to organise an organic,
democratically-mandated anti-austerity programme for
the upcoming elections. The conference was centred
upon developing more democratic and participatory
ways of doing and producing politics, with workshops
and group discussions inviting participants to co-
produce their programme for change.

Building the movement

The conference represented the very early steps of
movement building. There is a significant absence of the
infrastructures necessary to sustain the development of
a new, open and exciting class-based and leftist struggle
that inspires people and is capable of generating new
political ideas. Here, solidarity networks were formed
and new energies created as the resistance wrote new
chapters in the political history of the city.

Forge new connections re-organise our struggle

We should not underestimate the importance of forging
new connections - it’s only through the development
of these that new, political alternatives will develop -
though we should be conscious of the need to broaden
participation and diversity within the movement in
order to build critical and more diverse arguments
against austerity.

On 7 May, people in the UK will go to the polls to
elect the new government. Facing the mainstream cross-
party consensus of more austerity, and a technocratic
popularity contest whereby those larger parties
effectively compete over who can be the toughest on
migration and the most ruthless in cutting the deficit.

It seems like the political horizons of the ‘possible’
have been reduced to almost nothing - the future is the
present; no hope, and a further reduction in our living
standards.

Reorganising the left

So how can things be different? We cannot simply
struggle for a return to the past. The social-democratic
compromise is over; we now live in a ‘zero-hours’ climate,
with precarity the new norm. The left wasn’t adequately
prepared for the crisis, and hasn’t yet responded with
the tools necessary to overturn capitalism’s response —
austerity.

The left and the working class is currently undergoing
a process of reorganisation, where our ideas require
rejuvenating and re-energising in order to meet changed
conditions and the new challenges facing us today. There
is a pressing need to develop more radical alternatives.

There is a pressing need to move beyond the current
‘fire-fighting’ of much of the left, simply defending an
odd service. We must develop a progressive programme
for change. The conference was the start. We’re in it for
the long haul. Join us on the demo on 25 April.

Josh Blamire
@Josh Blamire
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International
greetings

No Austerity —

Coordination, ltaly Railway workers, Belgium

ROMA NOMN T

CSP-Conlutas, Sao Paulo,

Solidaires, France
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Assemble at
Central Library
Defend adult LiverPOOIo

education
services, the B ul Id our Smash
NHS and all Sanctions
cou!\cil movement on
services

the streets!




